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January 21, 1982 -- 304
UOP Students Compile Tales Of The Delta
STOCKTON -- Education students at University of the Pacific are
using the January Winter Term to assemble oral histories about the
Delta region.
The students are learning about the lifestyles and folklore that
prevailed many years ago.
"Some of the stories make you howl, while others leave you with
moist eyes," says Dr. Dewey Chambers, a professor of education at
UOP who organized the course.

The stories detail how the Delta

people captured and prepared their game, celebrated holidays, treated
illnesses and transported themselves along the waterways.

Many of

the stories have been ignored by historians, adds Chambers.
The students are discovering how boats played an integral role
in the Delta lifestyle .. They were used to carry dry goods, meats,
produce, even school children, from islartd to island.
' "Because the land is below sea level folks had to look up when
. they spotted boats pa·a·s.ing by," says Chambers, who notes the similarity between the Delta and Holland.
Hunting game has provided the students with interesting tales.
In the 19th century, Italian men waited in their boats on windy
days for low- flying waterfowl.

Instead of firing shots, the Italians

k nocked the birds down with boat paddles.
The Chinese cleverly devised baskets that were woven so that
fish could enter, but not escape.
(more)
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Chambers says the migration to the Delta region began with the
Chinese.

They were followed by a Hindi group, then the Italians,

Germans, Portuguese, Japanese, Filipinos and Mexicans.

Racism, says

Chambers, was more institutionalized then than it is now.

Each group

strictly associated with their own people.
For the term each student is required to write two stories
which will be compiled later into a children's book.

The stories

will be based on the tales, but many of the characters will be
fictional.
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These students are utilizing the San Joaquin Delta area as it

has never been utilized

befor~,"

says Chambers.

Chambers, a recognized authority on children's literature,
conducted a similar project in 1974, focusing on California's Mother
Lode country.

The book from that project, he says, has been widely

used throughout the country.
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